AP European History 

Summer Assignment
Due Date:  Wednesday, September 4
Teacher Information:

Mr. Kotsogiannis
Email address:
kotsogp@dearborn.k12.mi.us
Class Website: http://pkotsogiannis.weebly.com/
Course Overview

Welcome to Advanced Placement European History at Edsel Ford High School. AP European History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in European history. The course prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. 

Why do we have a summer assignment for AP European History?

The purpose of the summer assignment is to give the students the needed background information for this course.  The AP European History curriculum includes the history of 1450 A.D. to the present.  In order for students to accurately understand the events beginning in 1450 A.D., they need to study what and who came before that time. The summer assignment will also prepare students for the type of work with primary sources that they will be doing throughout the school year in an AP course. 
Where do I get the Summer Assignment?
Go to my website, http://pkotsogiannis.weebly.com/ and click on the AP European History link. Then, click on the link for summer work. There you will be able to download the assignment.

What is the Assignment?

· Part I: Establishing Historical Background Web Quest*
· Part II: DBQ Worksheets*
· At some point over the summer, purchase the novel, Brunelleschi’s Dome by Ross King. Bring it to school on Thursday, September 7.

*Complete the assignment on the worksheets provided.

AP European History







Name ______________________











Period ____________
Summer Assignment Part I
Establishing Historical Background Web Quest
(use reliable internet sources or books to complete this part)

Directions:  Answer each of the questions listed below with as much accuracy and detail as you can provide.  Be sure to include only RELEVANT information.  You will need to make sure that you are using historically accurate web sites from the internet.  Write your answers in complete sentences. 

**You will be able to complete this part of the assignment faster if you use encyclopedias or books, rather than the internet.  It will take a lot of time to filter through all of the useless information when you do a web search.

ONLY USE THE AMOUNT OF SPACE PROVIDED FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Here are some helpful websites:

http://www.historyguide.org/ancient/ancient.html 

http://eawc.evansville.edu/
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html


http://www.answers.com/
1.  Describe the following components of Ancient Greece: (maximum of 5 sentences each)

· Intellectual Contributions
· Government

· Important People (include at least 3)

2.  Describe the following components of Ancient Rome: (maximum of 5 sentences each)
· Christianity & other religion in Ancient Rome

· Government
· Collapse of the Roman Empire and its influence on European history

3.  Describe the following components of the middle Ages: (minimum of 5 sentences each)

· Daily life/social order

· Economy

· Feudalism (you may include a drawing to supplement this topic)
Summer Assignment Part II

Analyzing Primary Sources/Point of View

(use the documents provided to complete the worksheet at the end of this section)

Document-Based Question #1

Middle Ages or Early Renaissance?

Differing Interpretations
Historical Context:  According to the humanist writers and thinkers of the 15th and 16th centuries, the Middle Ages were a thousand years of ignorance and superstition.  These Renaissance men who saw themselves as leaders in an era of rebirth and learning looked to the ancient Greeks and Romans for models in literature and art as their view of man and his world.  Some historians questioned this interpretation, with its sharp division between the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.  Instead they pointed out evidence of increased intellectual activity starting in the medieval universities.  The debate centers on whether the Renaissance was a unique age or a continuation of the Middle Ages.

Document 1
This excerpt is from The Renaissance by Wassace K. Ferguson (New York: Holt, 1940, pp. 1-3).


The idea that there was a great revival or rebirth of literature and the arts, after a thousand years of cultural sterility, in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries originated with the Italian writers of the Renaissance themselves.  Finding the feudal and ecclesiastical literature and Gothic art of the Middle Ages uncongenial to their taste, they turned for inspiration to the civilization of Roman and Greek antiquity….Thus, from the beginning, the double conception of medieval darkness and subsequent cultural rebirth was colored by the acceptance of classical standards.

Document 2
This excerpt is from The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy, (1878) by Jacob Burchhardt.


In the Middle Ages both sides of human consciousness lay dreaming or half awake beneath a common veil.  The veil was woven of faith, illusion, and childish prepossession….Man was conscious of himself only as member of a race, people, party, family, or corporation—only through some general category.  IN Italy this veil first melted into air...; man became a spiritual individual, and recognized himself as such.  In the same way the Greek had once distinguished himself from barbarian…

When this impulse to the highest individual development was combined with a powerful and varied nature…then arose the “all-sided mane”….in Italy at the time of the Renaissance we find artists who in every branch created new and perfect works, and who also made the greatest impression as men.

Document 3
This excerpt is from A History of Europe from 1378 to 1494 written by W. T. Waugh.


It has become evident that there was no suspension of intellectual life in medieval Europe.  If there was a Revival of Learning, it occurred about the year A.D. 1000, since when human knowledge has never ceased to advance.  It cannot even be said that the Humanists of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries revived the study of the classics.  Scholars had been nourished on the classics for centuries….In the first place, the classical writer most studied in the middle Ages was a Greek, Aristotle…And actually the medieval scholars of Western Europe were acquainted with most of the Latin authors familiar to us….

The merits of the artists and the influence of the Humanist scholars must be acknowledged.  But on must beware of exaggerating the practical results of their work.  It is undeniable that very few people knew or cared anything about the sayings or doings of the Humanists… [and] the plain fact remains that the masterpieces of Renaissance sculpture can have been seen by few, those of Renaissance painting by fewer.  And in those days, unless you actually saw them, you could not tell what they were like….

Document 4
The following excerpt is from Petrarch’s Secret, translated by W.H. Draper, 1911.


My principle is that, as concerning the glory from which we may hope for here below [on earth], it is right for us to seek it while we are here below.  One may expect to enjoy that other more radiant glory in heaven, when we shall have there arrived, and when one will have no more care or wish for the glory of earth.  Therefore, as I think, it is in the true order that mortal men should first care for mortal things….

Document 5
This excerpt is from Life and Letters of Erasmus by A.J. Froude, 1894.


The world is waking out of a long deep sleep.  The old ignorance is still defended.  Time was when learning was only found in the religious orders.  The religious orders nowadays care only for money and sensuality [indulgence of the appetites], while learning has passed to secular princes and peers and courtiers.  Where in school or monastery will you find so many distinguished and accomplished men as form your English Court?  Shame on us all!  The tables of priests and divines run with wine and echo with drunken noise and scurrilous jest, while in princes’ halls is heard only grave and modest conversation on points of morals or knowledge….That king of yours [Henry VIII of England] may bring back the golden age, though I shall not live to enjoy it, as my tale draws to an end.

Document 6
Johannes Kepler, a German astronomer, made this observation in 1596.


Now we shall proceed to the astronomical determination of the orbits and to geometrical considerations.  If these do not confirm the thesis, then all our previous effects have doubtless been in vain.

Document 7
Universities founded in the twelfth through fifteenth centuries

	12th-13th Century
	14th Century
	15th Century

	ITALY

	Salerno

Bologna

Vicenza, 1204

Arezzo, 1215

Padua, 1222

Naples, 1224

Vercelli, 1228

Siena, 1246

Curia Romana, 1244-1245
	Rome (Studium Urbis), 1303

Perugia, 1308

Pisa, 1343

Florence, 1349

Pavia, 1361

Ferrara, 1391
	Turin, 1405

Catania, 1444

	FRANCE

	Paris

Orleans, ante 1231

Angers 

Toulouse, 1229, 1233
	Avignon, 1303

Cahors, 1332

Grenoble, 1339

Orange, 1365
	Aix, 1409

Dole, 1422

Poitiers, 1431

Caen, 1432

Bordeaux, 1441

Valence, 1452, 1459

Nantes, 1460

Bourges, 1464

Besancon, 1485

	GREAT BRITAIN

	Oxford

Cambridge, 1209
	
	S. Andrews, 1415

Glasgow, 1451

Aberdeen, 1494

	SPAIN AND PORTUGAL

	Valladolid, c. 1250

Palencia, 1212-1214

Salamanca, ante 1230

Seville, 1254, in 1260

   (Latin and Arabic)

Lisbon-Coimbra, 1290
	Lerida, 1300

Perpignan, 1349

Huesca, 1359
	Barcelona, 1450

Saragossa, 1474

Palma (Majorca), 1483

Siguenza, 1489

Alcalá, 1499

Valencia, 1500

	GERMANY, BOHEMIA, AND THE LOW COUNTRIES

	
	Prague, 1347-8

Vienna, 1365

Erfurt, 1379, 1392

Heidelberg, 1385

Cologne, 1388
	Wurzburg

Leipzig, 1409

Rostock, 1419

Louvain, 1425

Trier, 1454, 1473

Griefswald, 1428, 1456

Freiburg-im-Breisgau, 1455-1456

Basel, 1459

Ingolstadt, 1459, 1472

Mainz, 1476

Tubingen, 1476-1477



Name:_________________________

Document-Based Question #1

Middle Ages or Early Renaissance?

** BE SURE TO WRITE DETAILED ANSWERS**

Question on Document #1

1. According to Ferguson, how did writers and thinkers of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries view themselves?  Were they part of the middle Ages or a different era – the Renaissance?

Question on Document #2

2. According to historian Jacob Burchhardt, was there a difference between the people of the Middle Ages and people of the Renaissance?  Explain.

Question on Document #3

3. According to historian W.T. Waugh, when did modern culture and the work of the humanists begin?  Was there a renaissance?  What evidence does he cite for his point of view?

Question on Document #4

4. According to Petrarch, a humanist, with what should man be concerned?  Is this similar or different from the interests of medieval man?  Explain.

Question on Document #5

5. According to Erasmus, what change is coming?  How does he feel about priests, the church, and the religious order?  Why do you think he feels this way?

Question on Document #6

6. According to Kepler, how are theories proven?  Is this consistent with the attitude of a “medieval” scientist?  Explain.

Question on Document #7

7. What does the chart tell you about the times and places where universities were founded?  What conclusion can you draw about learning during the middle Ages?

Grouping the Documents:

After having read and analyzed these documents, you will need to group them into 3 groups based on similar ideas/beliefs.  To have a grouping you must include a minimum of 2 documents.  You may use documents in more than one group if you wish.

	
	Documents I would include in this group (document #)
	What is the main idea/belief shared in these documents?

	Group #1


	
	

	Group #2
	
	

	Group #3
	
	


Document-Based Question #2

Renaissance Education

Differing Interpretations
Document 1

	So far we have touched upon studies (grammar, rhetoric, geometry, music) by which we may attain enlightenment of the mind.  However, we have not yet directly considered how we may most surely distinguish the true and the just from the base and degrading.  Need I then impress upon you the importance of the study of Philosophy and of Letters…our guide to the true meaning of the past, to a right estimate of the present, to a sound forecast of the future.  Where Letters cease, darkness covers the land; and a Prince who cannot read the lessons of history is a helpless prey of flattery and intrigue.

Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini, Italian humanist

who later became pope, On the Education of Free Men, 1450


Document 2

	Learning and training in Virtue, which the ancients called the “Humanities,” are peculiar to man, for they are the pursuits and the activities proper to mankind.

Battista Guarino, Italian humanist educator,

On the Method of Teaching and Learning,

1459


Document 3

	The courtier should be passably learned in the humanities, in the Latin poets, orators, and historians, and should also be practiced in writing verse and prose, especially in our own vernacular.  In this way he will never want for pleasant entertainment with the ladies, who are usually fond of such things and even if his writings should not merit great praise, at least he will be capable of judging the writing of others.

Baldassare Castiglione, Italian diplomat and author,

The Book of the Courtier, 1528


Document 4

	When once the simpler rules of composition, in prose and verse, and the commoner figures of speech have been mastered, the whole stress of teaching must be laid upon a close yet wide study of the greater writers.  The student devotes his attention to the content of the literatures of ancient Greece and Rome because with slight qualification the whole of attainable knowledge lies therein.

Desiderius Erasmus, northern humanist and theologian, 

On the Art of Learning, 1511


Document 5

	Learned women may be suspected by many who say learning is a nourishment for the maliciousness of their nature. When a woman is taught to read the classics, let the books teach her good manners.  And when she learns to write, let not her example be trifling songs but some sober sentences, prudent and chaste, taken out of holy scripture or the sayings of philosophers.

Juan Luis Vives, Spanish humanist,

 The Instruction of a Christian Woman, 1523


Document 6

	When I was young, I made light of good penmanship, knowing how to ride, play, dance and sing and dress well, which are things that seem more decorative than substantial in a man.  But later, I wished I had not done so.  For although it is not wise to spend too much time cultivating these arts.  I have seen that they lend dignity and reputation even to men of good rank.  Skills of this sort open the way to the favor of princes, and sometimes to great profit and honors.

Francesco Guicciardini, Italian Statesman and historian,

Reflections, 1530


Document 7

	At least twice a year, each pastor should admonish his parishioners that they be diligent in sending their children to school, not only for learning the liberal arts, but also the fear of God, virtue, and discipline.  Otherwise, permanent harm must result, as children grow up without fear and knowledge of God, without discipline, learning nothing about what is needed for their salvation, nor what is useful to them in worldly life.

From the School Ordinances of Wurttemberg, Germany, 1559


Document 8

	The aim of our absurd educational system has been to make us, not good and wise, but learned; and it has succeeded.  It has selected, for our instruction, not those books which contain the soundest and truest opinions, but those which speak the best Greek and Latin.

Michael de Montaigne, French essayist and politician,

“Of Presumption,” 1578-1580


Document 9

	Let me recommend the gentlewoman whose school we spoke of: she teaches girls embroidery, reading, writing, and dancing; for music you must pay extra.  She has teachers for singing and playing instruments.

Anne Higginson, Letter to Lady Ferrers of Tamworth

Castle, England, late sixteenth century


Document 10

	It is notorious that, in most of our common schools, the scholars at fifteen or sixteen years of age have little sense of the meaning and true use of learning, but can only write Latin no one of judgment will want to read.  When they go to the universities, they waste their friends’ money and their own precious time.  Afterwards, they return home again, almost as crude as when they went.

John Brinsley, English schoolmaster, A Consolation for our 

Grammar Schools, 1622


Document 11

	In general, it can be said that schools are useful in a civilized society, but having too many of them is always a bad thing.  The study of literature is appropriate only to a small minority of men.  Such study weakens the body and inspires contempt for all other occupations.  More farmers are needed than magistrates, more soldiers than priests, more merchants than philosophers, more hard-working bodies than dreamy and contemplative spirits.

Letter to the Parlement of Dijon concerning the reopening of a 

French Jesuit school, mid-seventeenth century


Document 12

	Percentage of Justices of the Peace Who Attended University (by county)



	Date


	Kent
	Northhamptonshire
	Somerset

	1562
	2     %
	6    %
	3   %

	1584
	16
	17
	15

	1608
	40
	19
	36

	1626
	63
	54
	50

	1636
	68
	72
	55


Document 13

	Learning is not enough accommodated to the uses of our life, to teach us how to behave ourselves in the occurrences thereof.  The fault whereof must be laid upon that inveterate custom, or rather disease of Schools, whereby all the time of youth is spent in Grammatical, Rhetorical, and Logical toys; those things which are real, and fit to enlighten men’s minds, and to prepare them for action, being reserved for the Universities.

John Amos Comenius, educational reformer in Bohemia, 

A Reformation of Schools, 1642


Name ______________________

Document-Based Question #2

Renaissance Education

** BE SURE TO WRITE DETAILED ANSWERS**

Summarize the documents:  

Give a complete summary of the important ideas included in each document.  Each summary should be in complete sentences and start with the author’s first and last name (and occupation if provided) – ex. Jeffrey Heeren, an AP European History teacher, stated that . . . 

	Doc 1
	

	Doc 2
	

	Doc 3
	

	Doc 4
	

	Doc 5
	

	Doc 6
	

	Doc 7
	

	Doc 8
	

	Doc 9
	

	Doc 10
	

	Doc 11
	

	Doc 12
	

	Doc 13
	


Grouping the documents:

After having read and analyzed these documents, you will need to group them into 3 groups based on similar ideas/beliefs.  To have a grouping you must include a minimum of 2 documents.  You may use documents in more than one group if you wish.  If you can come up with a fourth grouping, feel free to add it in for potential bonus points.
	
	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group 4?

	Main idea/belief shared in these documents
	
	
	
	

	Documents

(document #’s)
	
	
	
	


Writing a Thesis statement (complete sentence)

The Question: Describe the various values and purposes of Renaissance education.  Analyze the extent to which these values and purposes were transformed and challenged over time.

Write a thesis statement for the question provided.  The thesis statement MUST include what specific ideas you are going to prove based on what you read in the documents.  Your thesis statement should fully address the question and provide direction for your essay.  Do not just restate the question.

Point of View

Point of View explains why a certain person would believe something, the reliability of the source, or the bias held by the author.  When dealing with Point of View, consider the following items:
· "How does WHO the author is affect WHAT he or she wrote?”  How does gender, race, nationality, profession, religion, or place in historical time impact the author’s interpretation of the events?
· Bias can be positive or negative--who the person is can make the person more disposed or less disposed to a particular position or outlook on the issue of this essay.

· Bias can also mean "expertise," i.e., the author(s) of the document have special knowledge or experience that makes them more knowledgeable, and hence makes the source more reliable.

1.  Using Document #10, explain the point of view of John Brinsley.

2.  Using Document #13, explain the point of view of John Amos Comenius.

You are NOT writing an essay for the Document-Based Questions 
End of Summer Assignment

